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Attracted by hisirresistable spiritual power, people
of all classes - agnostic and orthodox - felt the radiation
of his spirit and were uplifted in his presence. He
stressed on devotion, surrender to God and service to
fellowmen in distress.

Romain Roland, French philosopher, says in his
biography : "Sri Ramakrishna is the consummation of
3000 years of spiritual life of the people of India and a
symphony of the thousand faiths of mankind".

Sri Ramakrishna spoke in parables to drive
home philosophical truths. A few of them from the
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna are cited here. A man
who has gone to a mango grove to eat mangoes will not
be counting the leaves on the tree. A man who has gone
to a shallow pond to drink water will not be stirring the
water. A man who wants to realise God will not engage
himself in Siddhanta quarrels.

An empty vessel makes sound. A man full of
wisdom keeps calm and silent like a vessel filled with
water. The bee ceases humming when it drinks the
nectar. A man engages in useless arguments when he
has not really seen God.

Books alone will not give real wisdom. A figure
of a brinjal drawn on a paper will not be useful for
cooking. One should have practice. Just as curd is
churned easily in the morning to get butter, people
should be trained at an early age to drink the nectar of
devotion to God.

The frog with the tail lives only in water. But
a matured frog without tail lives on land and also in
water. AJnani or realised person lives in the presence
of God and also lives among people like a drop of water
on a Lotus leaf.